4 Schedule your VBS speaker!
\ Share with your VBS boys and girls the BCH story
S8 and how God is honored when children help
' children in need. Call 336-474-1209, today!
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Preparing a meal and sitting around the table together
are perfect ways to connect and build relationships. The kifchen =
is one of the biggest rooms in a coffage and is central to foster
family living and to the Intellectual/Developmental Disabilities
home. The cook tent is where all trails lead. The only place larger
is the table where children and caring adults gather. The table

is where community is woven into the lives of children who have
suffered loss and pain. It is a place where chaos is turned into
peace, where harmony, love, good-will, and reconciliation take
root in hearts. At Baptist Children’s Homes, God's love is declared
and modeled sitting around the table.



ENHANCING VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE

Two opportunities and five reasons to find your spot

By Kristyn Butts, BCH Direcfor of Volunteer Engagement

M y husband and [ have three children

who are in their late teens. When they
were younger, their favorite question was, “Why?”
It could be a little frustrating after the 99th time,
but we loved their inquisitiveness and their hunger
to learn. At Baptist Children’s Homes (BCH), we
want the children, adults, and families in care

to ask “why” when volunteers show up at one

of our three dozen locations to serve.

Why are these people here? Why are they working
so hard and not getting paid? Why do they care about
BCH? Why do they care about me? Why does Jesus
loveme?

Through the selfless acts of service and with
each ‘why’, the love of Christ is revealed.

In 2025, we are excited to launch two volunteer
initiatives as we seek to engage our communities,
churches, and ministry friends to be the hands and
feet of Jesus. Prayer is our lifeline to our Heavenly
Father. We are instructed in Philippians 4:6 to “not
be anxious about anything, but in every situation,
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, pres-

=y ent your
requests
to God.”
We can-
not do the
ministry
of sharing
hope and
changing
lives with-
out your
prayers. The first initiative “Prayer Partners” is
coming soon. This will be a more formal way you
can commit to serving as an intentional prayer
partner. Many of you pray for us now and your
prayer support for the children, adults, and fam-
ilies served by BCH, as well as current and future
BCH staff, is making a difference. Second, we are
seeking Lead Volunteers to serve as an extension of
staff during Friends of Children events this Spring
and Fall. The “lead volunteers” will help ensure that
the one-day mission blitz on each campus is run
efficiently and effectively. If your church is inter-
ested in learning more about being lead volunteers,
please reach out to me. We hope Friends of

Mission:
sharing hope . . . changing lives
Vision:

LT

Members of Shiloh Baptist Church, Monroe, helped to spread fresh pine straw at Stegall Home which serves men
with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Broadway Baptist Church, left, and Connect Church, below, served
at Oak Ranch cleaning and preparing a building to be used as a BCH Enrichment Center.

Children 2025 will be the best yet .

Volunteers are essential to our ministry. The
work completed by volunteers does so much more
than just save money and complete a task. Here are
five reasons why you should go on mission with
BCH this

year:

1. Serv-
ingasa
volunteer
reflects
Jesus who
“did not
come to be
served, but
toserve.” It
is the unconditional love of God on display.

2. Whether painting, sorting donations, building
ramps, cleaning windows, or hosting a cook-out,
volunteering is what it looks like to “visit with
orphans and widows in their distress.” It's about
doing life alongside those who have experienced

unimaginable hardships while sharing the love
of Jesus.

3. With locations in more than three dozen com-
munities in NC and SC and ministry partnerships
in Guatemala, the Philippines, and South Africa,
serving with BCH is one way you can be a “witness
in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the ends of
the earth.

4, There is joy in working together as the body
of Christ to serve others. While you bless those in
care, you will be blessed—"It is more blessed to
give than receive.”

5. Your gifts and talents are needed. In 1 Peter
4:10, it reads, “Each of you should use whatever
gift you have received to serve others, as faithful
stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” God
has uniquely equipped you. Ask the Lord how He’s
calling you to be used by Him—maybe in one of
our new volunteer initiatives.

Find your spot to serve with BCH and go on mis-
sion together sharing the hope of Jesus Christ.
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NEW CEO STATEWIDE VISITS

The Melbers connect with staff and ministry partners

By Blake Ragsdale, Vice President of Communications/C&C Managing Editor

B aptist Children’s Homes’ (BCH) new

CEO David Melber, with his wife, Tera, has
spent his first weeks building relationships with
the ministry’s staff members, ministry partners,
and supporters throughout North Carolina.

Melber, who joins BCH after serving with the
Georgia Baptist Mission Board, feels that his
most important priority, as he begins his tenure,
is to invest in the relationships that have been
vital to carrying out the ministry’s mission.

“We want them to know that they are our
most valuable resource,” David says.

The Melbers have visited BCH’s various
locations meeting staff members at the specif-
ic areas where they serve. Visits along the way
have also included leaders at the Baptist State
Convention of NC (NC Baptists), pastors, donors
and trustees. David’s message to all has been one
of expectation in what God is going to do in this
new season at BCH.

“We want to continually seek to love the Lord
more each day,” David says. “We want to encour-
age this among staff and our ministry partners.

“We may be serving BCH as an organization,
but most of all, we are all being conformed into
the image of Christ. We want to walk alongside
every BCH partner together throughout this
journey with the Gospel clearly at the center.”

Top, David Melber (center) visits with cottage parents
and staff members at BCH's Broyhill Home in Clyde, NC.
Middle left, Jordan Willard, Senior Pastor at First Bapfist
Church of Weddington, with David and Tera. Middle
right, David speaks to staff at BCH's Christian Adoption
Services in Indian Trail. Bottom left, Surrounded by NC
Baptist leaders, WMU executive director/treasurer Amy
Boone leads prayer for the Melbers at the NC Baptist
Board Meeting at Caraway Conference Center. Bottom
middle, the Melbers meet with ministry partners at the
NC Baptist Board Meeting. Bottom right, Brenda Gray,
the Melbers, and Pastor Mike Cummings and wife,
Quae, gather at BCH's Odum Home in Pembroke.
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WORTHWHILE INVESTMENTS

Please help us fill their tummies and their hearts

By Brenda B. Gray, Executive Vice President, Development & Communications

You can see it in her eyes—a deep sense of
hopelessness. She is hungry, alone, and
frightened. The impact of neglect on her young
life has created a darkness we would hope no
child would ever experience. And yet, it does—
sometimes as close as next door. Did you know
that North Carolina ranks 10th in the nation in
food insecurity? One out of every five children
in North Carolina lives with food insecurity.
They are hungry.

Baptist Children’s Homes is a place where
tummies and hearts are fed every day. It is not
unusual for children to hoard their food when
they first come into care. No matter what time
of day they arrive, they each have something
in common. They have been through incredi-
ble trauma and they are hungry. Peanut butter
sandwiches and milk are ready and waiting.

Factors such as the harsh realities of poverty,
abuse, trafficking, drug addictions, and hunger
all impact the child’s physical, mental, emotion-
al, and spiritual growth.

A child who is ignored stops talking. A
child robbed of emotions won't hug or allow
themselves to be hugged. A child who never
plays with toys won't learn as quickly. A child
betrayed will find it difficult to trust.

All children deserve to be loved, to be held, to
feel safe. They each deserve to become all God
would intend. Often when I ask a child what
they like most about BCH, they respond by say-
ing: “I am safe.” “I like the food.” “I like my cot-
tage parents, they really care about us.”

Alot of hope and healing takes place around
our dining room table. When I see our cottage
parents in the various cottages interact with
the children in care, I see the children not only
receiving nourishing meals, but meals shared
with an extra helping of love, hope, and healing.
You see when gathered around the table: When
a child speaks—we listen. When a child dreams,
we believe with them. When a child hurts, we hold
them close and pray for healing. When a child
laughs, we laugh and smile with them celebrating
their moment.

Our cottage parents not only create food for
the tummies but food for the heart. It may come
in the form of soup, chicken casserole, or choc-
olate chip cookies—whatever it takes to let each
child know they are loved, safe, and cared for
each and every day.

Thank you for providing food for the hungry
and for being a voice for the voiceless and hope
for the hopeless. Thank you for embracing the
opportunity to change lives today.

Today, you gave a child a warm breakfast.

Today, you gave a child warm water for
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their shower.
Today, you helped a child learn to read.
Today, you wiped a child’s tears of hurt
and loneliness.
Today, you listened to a child.
Today, you put a band aid on the knee
of a child.
Today, you bought a child a pair of shoes.
Today, you helped a child believe in their
dreams.
Today, you gave a child a warm bed where
they could find rest and peace.
Today, you gave a child a cone of ice cream.
Today, you baked a cake for a child’s first
birthday party.
Today, you fixed three meals for 10 hungry
teenagers.
Today, you attended a child’s ball game
(cheering for them loudly).
Today, you shared the love of Jesus with
a child.
Today, God used your gifts of love
to change lives.
I have often heard the saying, “You can
give without loving, but you cannot love without
giving. I am grateful to our partners in ministry.
You and all those who put their faith into
action. Feeding the thousands of people
who walk through our doors
could be a daunting task.
But it is not. Why?
Because of you,
the Church.
We are on
mission together.
Ways you can
help with our
food drive:
* Set
aside one
can of
food
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each week through the month of April and then
bring it to your Association and put your cans of
love with all the other cans of love.

e Share the need with your church, Sunday
School class, your business and your family and
friends.

e Identify food producers in your area and ask
them to help. Example: pickles, sweet potatoes,
spices, etc.

e Identify food distributors in your area and
ask them to help.

e [dentify meat producers in your area and
ask them to help.

e Food Cards enable us to provide the perish-
ables we need.

e Spread the word, share the opportunity to
make a difference in the life of a child.

Help us fill their tummies and their hearts.

And remember, always be kinder than neces-
sary for everyone is fighting some kind of battle.
Galatians 6:9 reads: “Let us not grow weary in
doing good.”

Thank you for walking this journey with us.

You help to lighten the load as we journey,
together!
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2025 EASTER APPEAL

We thank God for the
322 decisions mades ",
for Christ last yeatht = 25

Making Jesus known was the most exciting opportu
drawing me to my new position as Chief Exeﬁ’rive Officer. Your
compassionate support ensures we are able fo s :
News. Because of you, Sophia* heard Th*'ss
lived out before her, and accepted Jesus as her Savior!

Sophia came to Us " Her father was
not a part of her life and
severely mistreated by her mother"
mother coped through heavy s
making the situation worse

The day Sop o
testimony. It was i yand God
arole mo is making a dliffere
the oth ren. When you give
the beautiful story God is writing

| am thankful for a Sz

tas’rer—a Savior who d Hims
death so we may hay %r
of Sophia and other
make zixs’rer giff ¢
discover the same
Blessings,
D elber, CEO

Pt
=

*Sophia’s name and photo have been changed for her privacy and safety.

Use my gift to help children like Sophia!

O$50 0O$100 0O$250 0O1$500 O Any size gift!

There are two ways you can make your gift:

1) By Check: Please use the enclosed envelope and mail this completed form with your check.
2) By Credit Card: Give online at www.bchfamily.org/givenow or call Faith Frazier at 336-474-1312.

| want to receive ministry updates and more. My email:

[CJl Contact me with information on how fo prepare a Christian Will. [_]1 have included Baptist Children's Homes in my estate plans.
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WILDERNESS CAMPING FEATURE

Helping young men conquer issues is 100% worth it

By Jason Sullivan, Assistant Director, Cameron Boys Camp; Education Director, BCH Wilderness Camp School

I have wanted to go into ministry for as long
as I can remember. Aside from my dad, I had
youth pastors and coaches who invested in me,
and I always knew I wanted to give back. During
college, I focused on a degree in theology with
missions or youth ministry in mind as a career.
I loved being outdoors and going on adventures.
Mentoring youth was a passion.

[ graduated early and spent the spring term
looking for work. [ couldn’t find anything for
months. One day, I stumbled upon Cameron
Boys Camp online and gave them a call. The
idea of living outside and taking adventure trips
matched my desires. A deeper, relational minis-
try also piqued my interest. This job wasn't your
typical summer camp job but a year-round com-

mitment and much more intense. After an initial
phone interview, I set up a time to visit the camp.

[ do not remember everything from my visit

but I vividly recall staying with the youngest and

oldest groups. It was not easy. The younger boys
had a difficult time listening. Chaos was always
a moment away but the counselors were able to
capture the boys’ attention. The boys had fun
playing games. Their unfettered glee chasing
each other while playing tag stands out as one
of my early camp memories.

The older boys were fun too. They could
accomplish more than the younger boys, but
their problems were more difficult too. They had
plenty of practice concealing their issues, and
it was a counselor’s watchful eye, discernment,
and boldness that had to expose problems in
the group because these guys wouldn’t come out
and tell you what was
bothering them.

The boys in both
groups just needed
an adult in their lives
whom they could
trust, talk with, and
model appropriate
behavior. This behav-
ior [ am referring to
is not merely table
etiquette, being quiet
when someone else
is talking, or learning
how to pass an exam
in school. It could be
just having good-hearted, healthy fun—a neces-
sity that was void in some of the boys’ lives. It
is owning up to mistakes and making it right.

It is exposing emotion that’s been bottled up for
years. It is being patient with others when you're
at your complete wits’ end. It is not having all
the answers no matter how hard you try. It is
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Jason Sullivan began as a Chief (Counselor) at Cameron Boys Camp in 2009 and now serves as the assistant
director and the Wilderness Camp School education director. Above, Chief Jason and the Rangers Group prepare
to embark on a two-hundred mile canoe frip along the Kentucky Green River in 2011. Below, Jason and his wife
Claire are pictured with their young son Caleb and newest arrival Eliza.

realizing that it’s not all your fault. It is being
selfless, having integrity, and asking for help.
It is the pragmatic, everyday living out of your
faith the way Jesus did.

I was intimidated by the structure and dis-
cipline I saw during my visit. As a counselor in
the woods, I'd be providing twenty-
four-hour care for up to ten boys, five
days a week. I couldn’t have my cell
phone with me so [ couldn’t check
the news or message my family and
friends. At camp, problems are faced
head-on and I, as the counselor, would
have to address those problems, hold
a line, and ensure they were solved
well. Choosing to come was a decision
of the self-sacrifice of my wants and
comfort. My whole purpose was to
help the boys accomplish their goals
so they could return to their families
and be successful. [ had to do that rela-
tionally, because that’s the only thing
that works.

[ spent the eighteen-hour drive home to Kan-
sas City praying and seeking counsel from fam-
ily and friends. Everything pointed toward me
going. Despite my hesitancies, | knew Cameron
Boys Camp was where I was supposed to be. So
two weeks later, I packed up everything I owned
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in my navy 1998 Honda Accord and made the
journey again.

That was nearly sixteen years ago.

I'would have never guessed I would be here
this long. My original commitment was two
years but I felt God call me here and I've never
felt called away. I have learned an incredible
amount through the devastating lows, the pin-
nacle peaks, and the much more frequent every-
day moments where my character was revealed.
Being a counselor in the woods has helped me
be a better husband and dad. It’s taught me to be
intentional with relationships and not only own
up to problems but put in the effort to make pos-
itive change. It’s allowed me to touch the lives
of countless boys and their families through the
love of Jesus while growing closer to Him too.

I consider myself a domestic missionary,
doing Kingdom work. We need men who are
able to dedicate two years of their lives to help-
ing young men conquer issues that have held
them up. It is a difficult commitment but it is
one-hundred percent worth it. There is a girls
camp too that needs Godly women as much as
we need men. | am sure the faithful service of
God'’s children will not be forgotten by Him.

If you want to know more about becoming
a camp couselor, or know someone who might
be interested, visit www.campcareers.org.
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COTTAGE LIFE FEATURE

There is always room around the Grimes' table

By Jim Edminson, Editor

Lamar Grimes was nine years old
when he and his younger sis-
ter and two brothers went to live at a
Christian children’s home in Orlando,
Florida. His mother was an orange
picker and worked in the packing
plant. The family lived in a trailer park
with other people who depended on
the orange harvest to make their liv-
ing. Her pay check went far too often
to buy alcohol and drugs. Lamar says
he became a “dumpster diver” to find
food for his siblings. He learned when
the stores would throw away the dated
food and bruised produce. “I made sure
to be one of the first ones there.”
There were times he would sneak in
neighbors’ trailers for food. One day,
there was a note waiting for him. The
neighbor wrote that there was no need
to break in, he was welcome to take

whatever he needed. Caring for his
siblings, making sure they attended
school and had food, took much of
the young boy’s attention.

The children’s home was the
ministry of a Baptist church. He and
his sister and brothers attended the church'’s
school. The house parents modeled Christ and
he came to know Jesus. The experience shaped
Lamar’s life.

Nancy and Lamar have been married 34 years.
They met in church, fell in love, and married.
The couple have three children, two daughters
and a son. He was a career AC repair technician
and Nancy worked in
the financial industry.
Lamar had also served

Above, Lamar and Nancy Grimes have cared for girls in residential care since 2016, the girls of
Johnson Cottage at Mills Home in Thomasville since 2024. The Grimes find the kitchen and the
dining table the perfect places to connect and build relationships. Below, Lamar and his three sib-
lings grew up at a children’s home in Florida. He is the child highlighted in the photo.

about it and he asked me, ‘Did the Lord say go?
If so, go. We knew the Lord was leading.”

Six weeks later, the couple became cottage
parents at Seamark Ranch in Green Cove
Springs, Florida, caring for as many as ten girls.
The Grimes overheard one say, “They’re not
going to last long.”

“The first two months were hard,” Nancy
remembers. “It was all up hill. There had been
three sets of parents
before us, but we
were not leaving.”

as a bi-vocational youth The next seven
pastor many times. and a half years
There have always been were spent caring
children in their lives. for girls. Training
“I can’t remember and depending on
a time when kids were God to equip them
not in our home,” Nancy brought success.
says. “We have a heart They learned
for children.” . the importance of
When the Grimes building relation-
felt God stirring in ships.
their hearts to become “The girls wanted

cottage parents, Lamar knew it was a way to give
back what was given to him. In 2016, they left
their careers to serve in full time ministry. Their
children affirmed the decision: “It's what you
already do. Go for it.”

“We both had great careers,” Lamar recalls.
“It wasn't easy. [ remember talking with my boss
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to be heard like any child,” Lamar says. “One girl
said later, ‘You told us you loved us, and we felt
you loved us.’ They became like our daughters.”
Nancy and Lamar left in December 2023,
trusting the Lord again to the lead the way. An
online search drew their attention to Mills Home

in Thomasville and the way became clear. They

Volume 138

were offered positions,
and in early July 2024
they came to serve in
Johnson Cottage.

“We felt like we
were not skipping a
beat,” Lamar says. “It
is a girls’ cottage and
we had the experience.
We were ready to
dive in.

The Grimes know
meal preparation and
sitting around the table
with the girls grow
relationships. The time
invested brings big
rewards.

There is never
silence—at mealtime
or in the kitchen. The
girls talk about their
days, and it is best to
never be surprised
by the breadth of
conversation.

Lamar and Nancy are
responsive to the girls’
needs. Around the table, the girls are free to ask
questions—to talk about what is on their minds.
They hear things at school and are looking for
answers. The Grimes have learned that discuss-
ing real life creates opportunities to discuss
biblical truths.

“We don'’t force our way in,” Lamar says. “Kids
put up wall—boundaries. I understand because
I'was that child in a home. I responded to hon-
esty. Kids know if you're fake. Building trust.
Doing what you say and following through is
the only way to break through the hurt and see
the walls fall away.”

Some girls come into care and do not know
how to pray. They have never been part of a
devotion. Some want nothing to do with God.
The Grimes meet the girls where they are.

“We work to build trust,” Nancy says. “Lamar
and [ love them. We line everything up to the
Bible and plant seeds. We present Jesus to
them and trust the Lord to bring change into
their lives.”

In Johnson Cottage, the girls are fed
physically and spiritually—their stomachs
filled and their hearts nurtured. Lamar knew his
houseparents loved him and his siblings. They
cared. He knew they were there for them. He
and Nancy model the same for the girls in their
cottage, asserting, “This is their home. There is
always a place for them around the table.”
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EVERYCHILD FOSTER-TO-ADOPT FEATURE

For CJ and Timothy, it stops at the Edwards’' home

By Jim Edminson, Editor

Tara and Rob Edwards have welcomed
nineteen foster children into their home.
Tara, a public school teacher, admits she is drawn
to hurting children, seeing the good in every one,
looking past the often “prickly” outside.

“Tara loves kids in such an amazing way,” Rob
says. “It's a God thing. She has an ease about her
that draws every child to her. She loves them in
the Lord.”

Rob’s son Matthew was two when his first
marriage ended in divorce and three when Rob
and Tara married in 2013. His daughter Macie
was three years older. Tara became a first-time
parent of two children she loved, but the couple
wanted to grow their family. It was devastating
when they learned there would be no more
children.

“I'struggled to understand,” Tara confesses.
“Why would God give me such a passion for chil-
dren and [ couldn’t have children of my own?”

In 2016, Tara and Rob turned their hearts
toward fostering to adopt. They remember
talking about it one day, and the next Sunday
Chris Allabaugh, Associate Vice President,
Child and Family Services for Baptist Children’s
Homes (BCH), spoke in their church about
becoming a BCH foster family. After attending
a question and answer session following that
morning’s presentation, they were the only
couple who returned the following week with
paperwork completed, ready to start training.

“We were building the foster care program in
the east from the ground up,” Allabaugh says.
“Rob and Tara were the perfect couple to be our
first foster family. They didn’t come at it half-
hearted. They were in from the beginning.”

After training, their license was written, sub-
mitted, and approved. The Edwards were ready
for the call that their first foster child was on the
way. What they believed would be days, maybe
a few weeks, turned into months and the months
began to add up.

“We were asked if we wanted to continue,
Tara says. “I remember being discouraged, but
Rob and I never gave up. We resolved to wait
on God. He would bring the children.”

A week later, 12 months after being licensed,
two sisters walked through the front door of
their home. The couple relied on their training
and the ready support available from BCH staff
members. They quickly learned every day would
be different and to roll with what happens.

Tara recalls: “There were awesome days and
other days you think, “What in the world are we
doing?"”

The Edwards learned that with every child,
their family had to become the family the child

Tara and Rob Edwards have fostered 19 children since becoming licensed BCH foster parents in 2017.
Married 11 years, the couple adopted the last two foster children, brothers CJ and Timothy. Above left to right,
Rob, Timothy, Tara, Macie, CJ, and Matthew capture a selfie after learning the boys' adoption was finalized.

needs. Each child is different and the couple had
to work through every challenge, choosing to
love each child unconditionally.

“When we were being trained by Chris,”

Rob says, “I remember him telling us that on
average a foster child has seven placements.
Seven! What an impact that must have on a child!
Tara and I determined then that if a child came
into our home, it stopped here for that child.”

The couple committed to work with the foster
child’s family, too. They are non-threatening,
befriending and encouraging to them.

“We never try to replace parents,” Rob says.
“We encourage, helping any way we can as they
work to be reunited with their child.”

Seeing healing and watching a child return
to their family is rewarding but saying goodbye
can be painful. It is hard to let go.

“God helps us through it,” Rob asserts. “We
know it's not about us. We do what we know to
do, turn to Jesus, and lay down our hurt. We let
go and trust.”

After every child leaves, the Edwards go for
ice cream. It's good balm as they remember the
good things, celebrating the child who shared
their lives.

Tara and Rob’s goal from the beginning was
adoption, but it was just a goal, not the goal.

The number of children added up, quicker than
the couple ever planned. Their main goal was to
always love the child.

In summer 2023, a call came about two broth-
ers, nine-month-old CJ and four-year-old Tim-
othy. They had been in foster care and parental
rights were about to be surrendered. The boys
needed a family—an adoptive family.

The boys visited on Labor Day. C] wore a cra-
nial helmet and needed Tara’s attention. Timothy
was high energy, excited and happy. Tara, Rob,
Matthew, and Macie fell in love with the boys.

It stops at the Edwards’ home. The boys would
go nowhere else. A short time later, the boys
moved in. The adoption process began, but took
longer than anticipated. CJ did not have a birth
certificate. He was not born in a hospital and his
birth was never recorded.

“Itis God’s providence,” Rob says. “We mar-
ried and were a family of four. We couldn’t have
children and ended up fostering. When the time
was right, we were what God needed us to be so
that when these boys needed us, we were there.”

When word came that the adoption was
final on January 8, 2025, Timothy smiled. He
was now an Edwards. It was the last stop for the
brothers, a permanent, stable home. He and C]
now have the family they needed.



CHRISTIAN ADOPTION SERVICES FEATURE

Christian and Will become the family each needed

By Jim Edminson, Editor

Will Paul fidgets in his seat. His church,
Calvary Baptist in Roxboro, is an
ardent supporter of Baptist Children’s Homes
(BCH). He sits, listening to a BCH representative
share about the ministry as he has many times,
but this time Will felt, “God was all in my head.”
This was the first time he heard Christian’s story.

Christian was born in the Philippines. He
was abandoned on the streets when he was nine
years old. Living in desperation, his days were
about survival—avoiding the violence of street
gangs and scavenging enough food to live each
day. Then one day, Christian developed a cough.
It was not uncommon among the street children.

There were days when the fever and chills
kept him from going out to find food. He became
weak. When it was discovered he had tuberculo-
sis and was treated, his body was drug resistant.
Healing came slowly and as a result he suffered
hearing loss. Christian was now deaf.

Christian was placed in an orphanage. It was
a time of healing—physically and spiritually.
With the ferocity he lived by on the streets, he
tackled his deafness, learning sign language and
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how to read lips. He learned the stories of the
Bible. He gave his heart to Jesus and was bap-
tized. Like other children at the orphanage, he
began to pray for his heart’s desire—a family.
Will knew he had to find out more. After the
service, he approached BCH's representative
and began to share his story—a story of a ser-
vant-hearted man who never thought he would

Christian was adopted by Will Paul in October 2024. The 18-year-old is a student at the North Carolina School of
the Deaf in Morganton where he excels in academics and sports. He became deaf after contracting fuberculosis as
a nine year old living on the streets in the Philippines. It was his heart's desire to be adopted and have a family.

In 2022, through Christian Adoption Ser-
vices, the boy’s prayers were being answered.
Fifteen-year-old Christian immigrated to the
United States with a plan of adoption. Unfortu-

“Ididn’t know how I felt,” Will recalls. “I knew
God was leading and I felt I had to do something.”
Will became a BCH volunteer after complet-

ing the application and being vetted. Will and

become someone’s
father.

He was raised
with his brother in
a believer’s home.
He attended church
where he decided
to follow Jesus. In
college, a friend
was deaf and
taught an informal
sign language class.
Fascinated with
what he learned,
he decided to take
a few college cours-

nately, that plan was
unsuccessful, and he
came to live at Mills
Home in Thomas-
ville. The search for
another adoptive
family began. It is
difficult to place
a child with special
needs—especially an
older child. There are
hundreds of children
on waiting lists.
Christian never
lost faith despite the
challenges. After

Christian’s first visit “felt right.” Despite his age,
the teen still wanted a family and Will knew he
wanted Christian in his life. As the duo became
better acquainted, Will asked, “How would you
like me to be your family?”

Christian and Will spent more and more
time together, talking more and more about
adoption. Will remembers Christian asking if
Will adopted him, would he have to change his
last name. “I told him it was up to him. Whether
or not he changed his name would not change
the fact that I wanted to be his dad.”

Christian was attending the North Carolina
School for the Deaf in Morganton. He was suc-
ceeding in academics and as an athlete and set
his focus on college. Time was passing and it

all, he had prayed, believing God would send
him a family. It is his deep love for the Lord that
assured him. It is his greatest strength.

Will remembers from the expression on her
face, BCH's representative was surprised about
both his interest and his experience. He asked
if there was a way he could help Christian?
Volunteer? Mentor? She promised she would
be back in touch.

was decided to pursue a domestic adult adop-
tion—the quickest way for the two to become
a family. On September 15, Christian turned 18.
The adoption was approved by the Philippine
government and was finalized October 28.
Christian Paul finally has the family he always
wanted. As for Will, he is the dad he never knew
he wanted to be and the dad who God always
desired for him to become.

es. He was an education major and believed
the classes would be helpful. It was the first time
he was introduced to the deaf community.

The skill became more than an interest after
learning about fostering children who were deaf.
He volunteered at first with the licensing agency
and then worked part time, helping to place deaf
children with families.

“God had a plan,” Will asserts today.
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Boys find true picture of gospel in church home

By Jim Edminson, Editor

S unday mornings at Frizzell-Higdon
Cottage are busy. Will and Betty Porter

wrangle eight boys—dressing for church, eating
breakfast, and loading into the van for a short
drive from Broyhill Home in Clyde to pictur-
esque Dellwood Baptist Church nestled along
Hall Drive in Waynesville. Will parks with the
arriving cars, some with other children holding
Bibles in hands, ready for Sunday school and
worship. After Betty’s final inspection,

she sends the boys off with the other children.

Later, the boys enter the sanctuary and
are welcomed with hugs. Members pause to
greet them, asking about their week. They are
indistinguishable from the other children. It is
exactly what Lead Pastor Bobby Rogers wants:
“They are just part of the Dellwood children.”

Betty rounds up her brood and they sit on two
pews midway back from the pulpit and commu-
nion table. She directs the youngest to sit by her
and the others take their places on the pew in
front. Will, a deacon of the church, joins them
before the service begins.

“Dellwood Baptist Church is our home
church,” Betty says. “The boys consider it their
church.”

Alittle more than a decade ago, the church
agreed to host the cottage, welcoming the boys
and the cottage parents to worship with them.
Pastor Rogers and church members have seen it
as an opportunity to nurture the boys and help
them grow in their love for the Lord.

“Broyhill Home is special to us,” Pastor Rogers
says. “We are honored to invest our hearts into
these boys’ lives.”

Pastor Rogers feels the boys need normal.
The teens attend youth Bible study on Wednes-
day nights, attend events like Winterfest, go on
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Dellwood Baptist Church Lead Pastor Bobby Rogers fields questions from
the boys of Broyhill Home's Frizzell-Higdon Cottage after morning worship.
The Waynesville church has hosted the cottage for more than ten years and
takes their role serious, loving and caring for the boys and cottage parents.

trips, have summer camp experiences, and do
missions. Dellwood’s 